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Iusages taken fron Political Essay on the Kingdom of New S
scrcamtlic.and statiscal survey of moderm<day Mexico by Alexander
von Humbolds, 3 Prussian scicntis. Iniages ate lron drawings done
b the author, draven i 1804 and puublishied Freoch in 1811,

When Alesander von Humboldt, a Prussian naturalist widely con=
sidered one of the brightest scientific minds of his era, set off on a

the Spanish colony of New Spain (mod-
gh on s list of priorities. Upon wittess-

vovage 10 South Americ
ern-day Mexico) was not |
inng the geographical and biological diversity in the
rearranged his proposed journey of arcumnavigation in favor of &
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Spain. The results of that labor, recorded i his 2

the Kivugchomn of New Spin, comprise nearly 2000 pages of statisti-
cal analysis and o the most comprehensive cartography in the

Americas to date
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These images all come from The General History of the

Vast Continent and Islands of America, Commonly call'd the
West-Indies, lrom the First Discovery thereol: with the Best
Accounts the People could give of their Antiquities Ay Amtonio
de Herrera v Tordesillas and translated into English by Capt.
Jolun Stevens in 174

Herrera y Tordesillas was the royal chronicler of Spain and is
lamous for his historical account of the Spanish conquest of
the Americas in what is commonly referred to as 72 Déca-

das. These maps and engravings appear in John Stevens” trans-
lation of that work and act as reference tols for the reader.
The “New Map of North and South America”™ is used to show
much of the region that is described in 72e General Histors -
ol the Vast Continent and Islands of Amerrca. The “Hidro- y - & 3 \"Q.‘""?‘;:“ -~
graphical Draught of Mexico as it Lics in its Lakes™ is a map of ANewMar 1 7 a3 ":f“ !
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the Aztec capital of Mexico Tenoctitkin. This particular map H S E AT N0
originates from a Spanish traveler named Carlos de Sigienza s
Gongora who reportedly copied it from a Native American
miapmaker,

i 9 et
In writing a historical account of this crucial era in Spain’s his- it ity T

tory, one of Herrera y Tordesillas’ tasks was to justify the con- - § -
quest of an entire population of people in which Spain claimed

possession of all of Mexico and Central America. One way of

justifying their actions was by portraying the native people as

savages or even subliuman creatures. Perhiaps the most elfec-
tive way of doing that was by describing the religious practices
of the native people. The polytheistic worship of multiple gods
and the practices of human sacrifice were extremely disturbing
for many ol the Catholic Spanish explorers. The engraving of
the *Viwzihipuzli, the Principal Idol of the Mexicans™ shows an
example of this idol worship that Spaniards found so appalling.
This idol would have been located i one of the great temples
ol Tenochtithin. The engraving of “The Great Charnel House
in ye City of Mexico™ shows a display of human skulls from
victims of the sacrificial rituals of the Mexica people. ITmages
like these remforced the Spanish descriptions of heathenism
within the native religions, The idea that the native people were
heathens was uselul in justilying their conquest and solidifying
their claims of possession because they could act in the

ol avilizing and Christianizing the Native Amernicans.

e Great Dharered Hnge 1nd Gty of Mowror

The two maps were added 1o the translation of Herrera y “An Hidrographical Drauglit of Mexico as it Lics in its Lakes™ R “The Great Charnel House i ve City of Mexico™

Tordesillas” work more than a century alier the original Déca-

das was lirst published. They were used as relerence tools in

order (o assist readers in understanding the hustorical account

ol Spain's conquest of the New World. Afier they had already
« and justificd their possession, they were able to create

9 and include images of churches that signified the

locations of towns and cities named alfter Spanish saints, It was *Vitsilioawali, e Principal 1ol aF ik Mexiouis®

clear that they elaimed to control and possess this land.

Conor Morrs




Map of the Fip Iskuds from May of 1800, Wilkes and his nsen killed 80 AL o
the iskaned of Ovalau afier negotiations between the watives by
Wilkes' 1y Killedd while anempting o baser for food. Wilkes was attempling

o make a U8, whaling port on the sk,

Map of Antarctica from Januar 1840, Note the var v and air teny
peratures as well as the ol the coustline from on's ships. AL
the time of the expedition in Antarctica Wilkes 1 pathis with the Frenli whe
vere abso exploring the continent. . standoll ensned and weither party wanted «
and give claim to the particular location 10 the other country. Wilkes

1 sl noved Barther down the coastlin

MAY

Map of the Oregon Territory from April of 1811, Note the estensive
ings that Wilkes gives along the Columbia Rives

durng the Wilkes Exprectition betweoen 1838 aind 1842 doc ok
@ tusp el Ancarcirca curea Janary \8AO, i map of Figi b crrea May 1840, 4 ap ol the Oregon Termtory carca Aperl of 1841

Maps lrow the Narrative of the United States | xplormg Expeditions during the Years 1838, 1839, 1840, 1841, and 1842

In 1841, Charles Wilkes published a volume of travel accounts titled wrative of the Unted Stues Explorng Expeditrons durmg the Years 1838, 1839, 1840, 1841, and 1842, These

Expedition between 1838 and 1842 which was led by the author of the travel accounts, Licutenant Charles Wilkes, As the
Lewis and Clark Expedition between 1804 and 1806 was siguificant in mapping the Louisiana Purchase and the Pacific North West, the 1S, Exploring Expedition (or “The Wilkes Fx
pedit 48 it has been called) that occurred thirty-five years affer Lewis and Clark was equally me

travel accounts covered the entire United States Explor

umental as it was the first government-funded eircumavigation by the Uniited States.
Wilkes was twld by the government that he was to conduct an ¢ spedition “lor the purpose of explorng and surveying the Southern Oc

s well 1o determine the existence of all douly-
ful skands and shoals, as to discover, and accurately fix, the positon of those which [lay] n or near the rack

of our vessels in that quarter, and fmight] have escaped the observation of

scientific navigators

Some forms of possession occurred before the mapping of possessed kads. Spaiards did ot map Mesico until roughly ane bundred years aficr the supposed military “conquest.” But

+ map publication itsclf made the claim of possession. Though the Wilkes expedition mapped the Iskands
of Fi, the continent of Antarctica, and the Oregon Temtory y the Last was a 1S, posse

the maps for the Wilkes Expedition reveal a different approach. In this case

ssion. And yet the travel accounts and the mapping of Antarctica and Fiji claim otherwise. T
the travel accounts, Wilkes mentions that his crew was casily able o overpower and overwhelin the indigenous people of Fiii when a battle ensued and only twe cres members were lost
while cighty Fijians were killed. And while wo country owns Antarctica, some countries have made tersitorial claims recognized by other nations, Unfortunately the § nited States was not
l those countries ongnally when they Luwded in the sume arca of Antarctica that was previously explored by the Britis
armval in Antarctica, Wilkes claimed and retamed the British territorial claim *Wilkesland.” As the Wilke

ing of aik anca. I some cases, possession can be ol an action but a claim made o paper

b conmeetion with their then territory of Australia. Upon
s Expedition reveals, possession can oceur both before or alier the actual map-
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DE CARCANOS ST, VAILEE DAMBOVLE,

PARTIE DV PAYS DES MACHICORES EN LISLE DE MADAGASCAR Doffinyne
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Mp tiken lrom La Histone de la Grande Ie Madagascar, a el account by Eienne Hacourt. The g 15 3 sketels crcated by the sutlior:

ez between VOM ancd V65 aned published i V658 i Pars.

I 1642 the French East India Company was granted a charter to establish a colony on the Southeast comer of M; Alter six unsuccessiul

yesrs i establishing 4 prosperous tding outpost i this new French colony of Fort Dauphin, Eticime Flacourt was appointed as new governor of
the ¢ Hi tssion was 10 establish i trading network with the local Makagasy population, but lack of cooperation from the locals and

wadequate supy ¢ colony from France caused Flacourt o abandon this mission. He wrmed instead to documenting and mapping the is

Tand arornd lam
wurt published Zie Historse de la Grande e Madugascar in 1658, 3 85 b-page work that gave the first European in-depth account of Madag
n La Historse are seven maps of the island and mne sketches of the local Malagasy pe sple and the distmet plat uned anumal hife m

Here. Flacourt maps this section of current Southeast Madagascar using extrapolation, The mountains that Flacourt plots a ticularly uniform

m heaghi—the 1 comaidence, but showeases one idea of cantographic extrapolanon m heights and depths. With litle aceurate information of

the true wpography of this region, Fiacourt replaced this knowleds with an mvented and unifor topography. Flacourt populates this map

with mountains, cach of nearly equal height and slape. When compared 10 aceurate topographical depictions, this method of height and depth
extrapolation scoms sey Thiis extrapolation, howeser, allowed Flacount o create a sense of order and Gamilianty with a completely foreign

and st L

Virko Kruse

Presented in these o images e Fla
Showi of the 110 plant 1
tions. The Nepxsthes Maddusescarsenas, plant number 13, was one of the first camivorous plants o be o
il by i European. Flacourt also documenterd several animal species never before seen by Europeans
e detail and compreln s of thiese sketehes demonstrate ow Flacourt was able s capture an
resentation of Madageseur's local plnt and animal lfc. The lack of extrapokation i these o

w of sucli in lis maps.
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Moap taken from L Histone de by Grande Ie Madagascar, a travel accownt by Eicnne Flu

wirt. The taps 15 a sketely created by the autloe;
e detween VGV and V63 ancd published i 638 i Pans

In 1642 the French East India Comprany was granted a chiarter (o establish a colony on the Southeast comer of Madagascar. After six unsuccessiul
sears ity establishing a prosperous trading outpost in this new French colony of Fort Dauphin, Etienie Flacourt was appointed as new governor of

the colony. His onginal mission was 1o establish a trading network with the local Makugasy population, but lack ol seration fron the locals and

quate suppart of the col om France caused Placount 10 abandon this mission. He wirmed instead 1o documenting aid mapp

arownd hun
awourt published L 2is la Girnede e Miackugascar w 1658, a 23 b-page work that gave the lirst Furopean in-depth a

ar. Incladed w La Hise « of the iskand and nme sketches of the local Malage

' v people and the distinet plant and animal life
Madagascar

Here, Flacourt maps this section of current Southeast Madagasear using extrapolation. The mountams tat Flacoust plots are particularly «

w hewghi—thus is not a comadence, but showeases one e cantographie extrapolation i heghts and depths. With linke accurate o

the true topography of this region, Flacourt replaced this knowledge gap with an invented and uniform topography. Flacourt populates this map
swith mountains, cach of nearly equal leight and shape. When compared 10 accurate topographical depictions, this method of height and deptly
extrapolation scems senseless. Tliis extrapolation, however

dlowed Flacourt o create a sense of order and Familianty with a completely foreig
annd disant L

Wirko Kruse
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